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Christianity as Christ Taught it. 

The Teaching of Jesus. By Dr. H. H. Wendt, of Heidelberg. Translated 

by Rev. J. Wilson, M. A., Montreux, Switzerland. Edinburgh: T. and T. 

Clark. 1892. Vol. I. Price 10s. 6d. 

To all those who to-day realize the fallacy and effeteness of the appeal to 
the Church's teaching as the final standard of faith, the subject of Dr. Wendt's 
book is the subject of subjects. The time is now ripening for its due appre- 
ciation. Professor Bruce's " Kingdom of God " marked the first stage in 
earnest and scholarly discussion among English speaking Christians. Then 
came Dr. Martineau's handling of the question in his " Seat of Authority," 
which, however offhand in method and unworthy of the gravity of the occa- 
sion, could not fail, by its very negations, to awaken out of their " dogmatic 
sleep " those who had not been already led into such study by a thirst for 
greater sympathy with the real mind of Christ than popular theology has ever 
supplied. And now we have the conclusions of one whose special studies, 
concentrated during a period of years upon this one topic, gives him a right 
to speak with a tone of authority to which the venerable philosopher-theo- 
logian, already mentioned, can lay no full claim. The work then is timely 
and its author adequately trained ; nor is he lacking in the religious spirit 
which is the prime condition for a true interpretation of the supreme religious 
Personality in history. In his most instructive " Preface Jto the English Edi- 
tion " Dr. Wendt thus writes : " My interest in the historical treatment of the 
teaching of Jesus arises from the conviction that the historical Jesus Christ, 
in His annunciation, by word and deed, of the kingdom of God, was the per- 
fect revelation of God for men : and from the desire that this conviction may, 
more than ever heretofore, have practical sway in the scientific study of the 
popular dissemination of Christian truth. The teaching of the Founder of the 
Christian religion must, with entire consistency, be employed as the standard 
for testing all Church doctrine and tradition." This he believes " will be the 
most powerful and efficient means of promoting and strengthening the Chris- 
tian religion in our time, and making it clear and intelligible." 

He proceeds to enforce the bearing of the words we have underlined, by 
pointing out that the traditional Protestant theory of the Bible, as well as the 
"Catholic" theory of the Church, has obscured the unique significance and 
authority of Christ. Until we recognize frankly "that there are gradations of 
religious value in its different parts," there is no definite reason for empha- 
sizing — as, thank God, the Christian use of the Bible has never totally failed 
to do — the pre-eminence in Scripture of Christ and the specifically Christian 
element. And when this has been recognized, we are again led back irresist- 
ibly to Christ himself as the sole criterion of what truly belongs to that Chris- 
tian element. All other attempts at a regula fidei must be futile, and have 
over and over again proved themselves so in the face of history. They not 
only involve " reasoning in a circle," but also ignore the indubitable fact of the 
true Christianity of many in all ages, necessarily ruled "out of Christ" by 
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human standards. The value of the Scriptures to-day is now seen in its true 
light, viz. as " a collection of documents- from which alone we learn to recog- 
nize as authentic, and historically to understand, the revelation given in Jesus 
Christ." "This norm really combines in itself the excellences which tradi- 
tional evangelical dogmatics ascribe to the Scriptures" arbitrarily because 
"indiscriminately." For, to sum up its religious fitness, "the teaching of 
Jesus is a unity, definite and complete, giving incomparable instruction in all 
that pertains to our saving intercourse with God ; it is of transparent simplicity 
even for an unlettered and childlike intelligence ; and it attests its own Divine 
truth and value immediately to our consciousness without needing to be 
accredited by an external authority." 

But every one is aware that we do not meet with Christ's teaching in this 
unified and complete form on the pages of our Gospels as we read them casu- 
ally. They present us with the data, but not with the finished product, with 
the living parts but not with the organism as we seek it. Selection is needed 
and nice arrangement. And these are found to involve a criticism of the 
specific character of the several sources in the light of their genesis and com- 
position ; which again implies preliminary qualifications and studies of a com- 
plexity and delicacy which few students among us have as yet realized, much 
less mastered. Hence much crude writing, tending to bring the whole study 
itself into discredit. In consequence of this, too, the translator has been com- 
pelled to begin with Dr. Wendt's constructive part, postponing that on the 
" Sources " until the public is better able to appreciate them, though retaining 
the remark on the " Use made of the Gospel sources," with which this volume 
opens. Such a course was wise under the circumstances. And, after all, the 
ultimate test of a literary theory as to the Gospels is, How does it work? It is 
then as an attempt to set forth the essential content of the Teaching of Jesus, 
giving to .each element its due place of prominence in the organism which can 
be discerned as implied in the more or less scattered sayings with which we 
are familiar, that the present work is to be judged. And here in the long run 
the consensus of thoughtful Christian opinion must be decisive, when once 
this opinion has learned to adjust itself to the historic conditions of Christ's 
life and ministry with candor and courage as Dr. Wendt invites it to do. 
Only, those who would have a claim to judge must be content " to understand 
the sayings of Jesus according to the connection in which they occur, and 
according to his whole mode of view," on pain of ceasing to see their histor- 
ical, i, e., original, meaning. Then "we must resolve, after having in this 
way attained the true sense in which Jesus estimated Himself as Messiah, 
to make this the touchstone of the traditional dogmatic Christology," assured 
that his was and is the worthiest as well as the safest way, and above all that 
which most throws into true relief the inmost religious meaning and end of 
his appearance among men. 

We have dwelt thus fully upon the author's statement of the general scope 
and attitude of his work, because these can best give a real idea of its purport. 
Let this be accompanied by a brief summary of the matters treated in this 
first instalment of the positive Teaching, which is to occupy two volumes. 
The Introduction makes clear the essentially historical character of the work 
and so dwells on the "necessity of taking account of Jewish religious con- 
ceptions." These are dealt with in the First Section, with special reference to 
(i) the prevailing "legalism" of the traditional religion (which is very fairly 
treated) as well as the related "progressive Judaism" of the Essenes and 
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Philo, and (2) the Messianic Hope in its large relations ; the whole yielding 
the point of departure for the " development of Jesus's religious mode of 
view." Next follows the Second Section on the "External Aspects of the 
Teaching of Jesus," which includes its external form (parabolic and sententious 
as opposed to scientific and systematic), and its ideas as to the natural world. 

Then comes the Third Section, on the " Announcement of the Kingdom of 
God in general," having as subdivisions (a) The Theme, (b) God as the Father 
(with the religious advance visible therein), (c) Saving Benefits of the King- 
dom, (d) the Righteousness of its Members — this last being fully treated and 
analyzed into Righteousness as seated in the heart, and Righteous conduct at 
once towards God and man — (e) the Nature and Advent of the Kingdom of 
God. Running through all these dsscussions is a comparison of the Synoptic 
doctrine with the " Johannine discourses," as well as on occasion with the 
Apostolic teaching. Thus the idea of "righteousness" is brought into close 
relations with the Johannine idea of " truth " (aletheia), so far as each "implies 
a dutiful, conscientious disposition." And it is important to remark in this 
connection that one main critical result of Wendt's profound examination of 
the underlying ideas characteristic of " the Teaching of Jesus," is to vindicate 
on the whole the common Christian consciousness which has persisted in recog- 
nizing a fundamental affinity between the Synoptists and the "Johannine 
discourses," that very element which has so often been called in question by 
over-subtle theorists. It is true that he distinguishes very sharply between 
these and the historical framework of the Gospel, by what will seem to many, 
to say the least, rather precarious tests. But none the less, nay, all the more, 
his other judgment — resting as it does on quite other and firmer bases — is of 
great positive value and will probably influence subsequent criticism not a 
little. Certainly it preserves for the tried in every rank of life, the authenticity 
and consequent consolatory power of some of the very gems of the Christian 
treasury of "grace and truth." And how much this means, amid the shocks 
of life and the decay of " things that can be shaken !" 

Many, no doubt, will have to learn much, perhaps painfully and only after 
not a little rebellion of the self whose wish is father to the thought, ere they 
can see the message of the Gospel apart from fondly-cherished human wrap- 
pings and accretions, and cease to bite the hand stretched forth in brotherly 
sincerity to clear a clpuded vision. But none the less we venture to say of this 
fruit of devout scholarship, as not a few have learned to say of Dr. Bruce's 
" Kingdom of God," that it is indeed the best existing antidote to certain 
crudities in Dr. Martineau's discussion of the subject ; but, what is far better, 
that it is a real step forward in the great work, ever going on under the illumi- 
nation of the Holy Spirit in every progressive age, and very specially in our 
own, that of discovery on the Church's part of the glory of the Christ of God. 

The sum of the matter is this, Dr. Wendt " aims at presenting the teaching of 
Jesus in the form given to it by Himself during His life-time," with just the 
necessary translation out of Oriental and Jewish into current terminology. 
The book then is not " apologetic " in tone. It is better. It is reverently and 
appreciatively constructive, with a pervading sense that the Gospel is vital 
rather than dogmatic truth, appealing to the reasonable conscience more than 
to the scientific intellect. While harmonizing life in relation to the world, it is 
not careful to harmonize the world in relation to the soul ; being satisfied amid 
the obscurities of things physical and metaphysical, where knowledge is but 
relative though progressive, to point behind the empirical and transitory to 



276 Book Notices. [Nov. -Dec, 

the absolute explanation of the whole in the Fatherhood of God and in His 
gracious will and provision that man should be His son, after the image of His 
First-born. J. Vernon Bartlet. 

Mansfield College, Oxford. 



The Documentary Hypothesis Exhibited. 

Genesis Printed in Colors, showing the original sources from which it is 
supposed to have been compiled. With an introduction. By Prof. Edwin 
Cone Bissell, D. D. Hartford, Conn. : Belknap and Warfield. 1892. Pp. 
xv, 59. Price, $1.25. 

An excellent piece of work has been done in the preparation of this volume. 
It is altogether the most perspicuous, compact and neat exhibit of the docu- 
mentary hypothesis of Genesis to be had. The text of Genesis appears as in 
an ordinary large print Bible, only the color of the print varies according to 
the document from which that particular material is supposed to have been 
taken. Seven different colors are used (the meaning of lemon and orange 
seems to be reversed in the Introduction, as compared with the Text). The 
textual analysis presented is that of Kautzsch and Socin, published in Ger- 
many last year, and which fairly represents the theory of the Analysts. It is 
shown in all minute details. The author's purpose was to get the documen- 
tary hypothesis before students and the people in a clear, simple way, and thus 
aid them to an intelligent decision regarding it. He would have every one 
"prove all things, and hold fast that which is good." In the Introduction 
Prof. Bissell discusses the theory of an analysis in a scholarly, acute and can- 
did spirit, from a conservative point of view. No better defense of the con- 
servative view has been made. No better authority on the Pentateuch than 
Prof. Bissell can be named in America. His discussion, therefore, which pre- 
cedes the text of Genesis, makes the volume doubly acceptable and profitable. 
The book is cordially recommended to all who are interested in the greatest 
Old Testament questions of the day. The number and the character of the 
scholars arrayed on both sides of the question make it impossible to accept the 
one view or the other on the authority of any Church, or of any individual, 
apart from one's own candid, intelligent, studious examination of the problem. 



